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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL; WESTERN

ZONE BENCH: PUNE

APPEAL NO. 29/2025

Sachin Dharamdas Khobragade

VERSUS

APPELLANT:

RESPONDENTS: State Environment Impact Assessment

Authority and others

AFFIDAVIT IN REPLY ON BEHALF OF THE

RESPONDENT NO. 4 NAGPUR MUNICIPAL

CORPORATION

I, Ganesh S/o Makaram Rathod, aged about 53 years,

Occupation: Deputy Commissioner (Garden) / Tree Officer, Nagpur

Municipal Corporation, Nagpur, having been duly authorized by the

respondent no. 4, do hereby solemnly state as under:

1. That, I have perused the pleadings in Appeal No. 29/2025

(WZ), so also Annexures thereto. The appellant / applicant has

prayed to quash and set aside the environment clearance dated

3/1/2025 granted to respondent no. 2 (Divisional Sports Complex

OTAR
,L-puR DiST'
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Executive Committee, Nagpur) by respondent no. 1 (SEI AA,

Maharashtra) on the ground that, though the construction consists of

vegetation, however in suppression of the said fact, the environment

clearance was sought and is granted.

2 . 1 state and submit that, the Deputy Director of the respondent

no. 2 by its application dated 11/6/2024 applied for permission to

fell / transplant 357 number of trees which are obstructing the

construction of Nagpur Sports Hub at Divisional Sports Complex,

Mankapur, Nagpur.

3. 1 state and submit that, the application by the respondent no.

2 was processed in compliance with the provisions of the

Maharashtra (Urban Areas) Protection and Preservation of Trees,

Act, 1975 (hereinafter referred to as the Act of 1975) and after

complying with the provisions of Section 8 of the Act of 1975, the

Tree Authority allowed the application by decision dated 28/3/2025

with the condition to plant 5757 number of new trees, in leu of the

permission to fell 140 Non-heritage, 29 Heritage trees, accordingly

communication granting permission dated 23/4/2025 is served upon

the respondent no. 2. The true copy of the decision by the Tree
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Authority dated 28/3/2025 as well as the permission order dated

23/4/2025 are collectively enclosed herewith as Document R4-1.

4. 1 state and submit that, PIL No. 12/2025 is pending before the

Hon’ble Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court against the action

of the respondent no. 2 to fell the trees etc. for carrying out the

development of Nagpur Sports Hub at Divisional Sports Complex,

Mankapur, Nagpur. The true copy of the Memo of the PIL No.

12/2025 dated 2/2/2025 is enclosed herewith as Document R4-2

5. 1 state and submit that, the respondent no. 4 is not the

contesting respondent in view of the prayers by the appellant in the

present appeal and therefore the respondent no. 4 be deleted from

the array of parties in the interest of justice.

Hence submitted

Nagpur

Dated: ll /7/2025
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VERIFICATION

Verified and signed at Nagpur on this J 1:lay of Ju}y, 2025,

that the contents of the above affidavit from paragraph 1 – 5 are true

and correct to the information received from the available office

record

I know the deponent
\

Gavin IS$
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HrqtHqqFFF
(mrTRqHmhHTW MIn)

-: v++T&IId ,-

qr. wmvavrav© gg qfWWT Vm,qTn3KFFqt@ atMndt?[mFhTtq,

28.03.2025 tbgt da VT+ 12.30 qMTr qf@TWTT;MrVrF,ThamElgTR +FIglawlq©

H

HMHur w++ S$TIf.

qTvta@d@qqr© eTMFr+3qMR 3TriR.

1) sh:at fvwa wn, afa aTV (VTR).

2) wt. vir Mg, mTV R€n7) Tqq© aftiVTIt

3) at. WItH dtum{, qH+wh

qqqHaTmlmw;NtqqqfqvRqr xvi#rmBFhMuawr&

fRVI n. 1

qRltmm fVTt%lO.lo.2024 q r7.ro.2024 mr mn aqtx@ af\8tFTT, %TrTq-UH wwia

ddqfqqN Vr#a, nifnH HRtni, nFBg qHt tWH aT{qt +wF +fIn tq@THTfT

HBf@qfWrTafWnfkaTqm%nt@,tq@TRnnt%Bi?nq§Hr VTWh vMWiT@

qf©r!;iHnbrT nnTf%raqtq%rqr@qlgtq%mTK3rgqBrPwh vwrFqrfqfqvwgTntuTT

VITraMrwaHUTrangmaNmTrMr h+a+d aTT&

vr mwft qF"Pr vwqrF aTM ww frif+m dTtq nrR &fIn tq,BIRmT+

qPfwrqfUFTa fW+nfhaTqmqPfW, fn@Tft%nt%ntwrq®rvTTmh%rqtwgnr

qf©rvrTrntt VtqVmnnTfqm ww qqDjw arId?PTVTnq (Mx) avfIg@1, wtvr-2,

wPnI-5, ##-1, vin-3, RmT-2, qbP-1, $imPT+-1, wg-1, MbM-l,WNpfT-1,

ha-2 q TiTMn3WftVT-4, HPFT-6, fULI, Brawl, wrgqrH-1, WPla-1,

q@hH-5, wmnft-1 q Rna-1 (mTfhm) wvit Pq-T (21+21=42) 42 rr at qr WaTfdT

qf©T IqF7bITvtq€rqrqq©tqqme3rgqar$nhqtte aiT&a

vr uqwft #TFT qTrR HTf§TTa A. 778/PR aFa fqqtM r5.r2.2024 HT aTfgITN

vfiM nBqqmftvt+ BaM qmfvlznri3nd©wBr gf+la %w7ra BaM
&

)
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+aTfWTatH 192 HFTftHt+ aTM vrH 9Td. HTq©TT+ fqqt% 30.or.2025 ##
@r#lqprfqt Emma MrTa aTM aT @rbmBm aT?ft?lwrTd aTM qqhd

Hrt.

rr

1.qWaTfqBqfnT vwHbavtq%mqMTa+%vTaqqwat®TTr @ BIt+qmqq

2. qvnw=ftnn5ftiemgvr?rw$q©khqrnqq§%wqra dB-TTa.

3. qf{WTaqbTi§tHTTHtt ©MqFTwiTt Environment Clearance ++ aTqwT% auPITi

HrqrqRnrTWft v©7qwqFrftyqn%wqrRqT#

qtq*h§bit©rqgq%aT#

4.:=n8at=;§FITunfm+ vg=ftan9q@rT+nnvrv%and+8nMtqwqfrvrTafqTat

gw aTM, mTt qT& mm+i ©wq% aTi.

5. HtwnT#TnaWg@THtqq@ITTWhftq©mrr®rM WTqtqHT+rhfbH

HwqrqqTd, TMrqTqr$Pftnt ©Hr©yr qT=it=TTf§ntaTqt.

nRbq;p@nwaTfm qq:h vwMn vtv%rqrq qTf%:m§hWavTnq (Mg) wm

VmnKtq@TMqTtt gW;tWr=ifrWITa vr.

V7TT@ mr ww BW gTitH;WT qftTat THt trTtH r7.02.2025 tHt aMal. v. VT. +VFR,

qBjq;TIt af%HT, q§RTq-n@qWFqqqhqTR wr+ga, mifHHHRim qPrit R at.

)

\

3Nqqtq @rBqFr?

dR PETT +E+% PFPT qmFTFt M/s. Enia Design Pvt. Ltd. qt=qTq® WIM Via qT+tT

qWnqqTM7MTna TTq 42 9TgM VTaT (ifear) @?ftHT-1 , Wim-2, WFm-4, q:+ql

1 , T!,M-3, &mRT-2, fl,iRT+1 , damN-1 ©qfq +ltd 3WftVT..4, NM-6, f+tEnT-1,

+>Id+IIg<-1, ©rgvrq-1, ynpr , +mIni-5, vnHft-1 q FRa-1 .nvfF VT-T (15+21=36)

36 vr9rg g@iHvrvtq%rqrBqa}qwrTmagqarfWMqqta Wi@iT+ ©r€© aTa

Rd,iT BiRd ,iT{R RPTR +aN $T©TRNITt TrqtMq gNR(IR Mmhg aTV %rqtHq,

fq@TRlqntqMt@ ©!nrvlmqhqBmwa qfqqHFBknwaTfqa qt*%rqTm q

dqqm3wgqar Snh %wrFqrfqfqvmnbawq Ma) 15 qM Mta 21

)'

3r7qr vBUT 36 rr VTs@ndtqq@nBqgTrTq VTTqq VT:na aWITWI vm VTR '® 5,

202r/wrvTT 14, VT& 1943 aFB& mPI 6 W afllfqnnm MMR 8 q=ftHqtZHHq

(4) (v) aFa qnwft vwqrK MTr-=n nrv aTat+ f+n HI nhnrT# -p mat+

&
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Hwft HWTIR#FRR9T©m dwih HRTTaBa 9BTUn l@,THt higH 6 Va

§aHlr ivtvt 1735 Hr qfVT 9TStVt MFlqV HBV Tra 38 iTgIIT,T Rmi qr azt+

qnWMnq WjqTU%qq fB#fW r. 17,35,000/- q WTWfh Vj@F r. 1,73,500/- 31+

FT=;Tr.19,08,500/- r©qfWHTWTE=T aztn vv kqwft aqdFit FInq (ma) 15 q

xTq{6iH20 tqfqVVqTnhft a?ttvw35vrwnw qPMTVHWftqwITEitq7fq

&tt4v%ftnavm8 mmm%wrDit +Id wm%wqnfqwn©w+?qfqrat wt

+>quqI,I amt

q+ Fun 7rfawTE=nyraTfqm qt=lqRITqrtmT §at©rq7q%quFWftvrqq wt

%wqreaTmt,BTJWr @int+tqMaqqTBaH vtq%rqrqqTf% §bTHm TqUT 42 rr

gTgtqqt+rttq6 vrgTgqmqqzvr wkftmnfqdmTaT&,VPqt*mNrTqKtnTrn wn

fwnnWT mH: WqTVft, Provisional Fire Safety approval Certificate ma aT& qFTITV

vmqwwnw:+TTnq+n3HiqTdq*#*'n=itfq@TtMt +WahT3M+d©TqT§t

NPla VTHN BfbMR (Heritage Committee) WqTTfkit aTqWMHT HTa. HMqR

PITMR Struct.ral Stability Nnt qt gTa TF df#T +d HTa aT& qF mN mInT

Environmental Clearance ViWfkT +q+ qTat MFPTT+ IOD gmT NTT qWHH and aTi.

mInT WiTTWTt Environmental Clearance ma qPR+ aftIT UP qT f3qPTdt HtWna

#TNwgTg@a=+tqq@rT8 wiMq©mrr®r735rr§wht mrrqg-fttqTny%n,qwF

@jtmqkqHTm%wqrB+rn aT+.8nqTqa+ 'n €m#’q7qq©mrTqrhn 3®rnqfqqar

hfInt ©Hma uh&tug, "ftt©Ta mn, nrr vHf UTgTtfqd eIT&. fw+dh aTV

qPlt@, Mfi:mnt qplim q§arVITvmh qBlteu vqfXTqrwnTfq©HTrnh*a

asem+=T7TfrqhTVTTqqh=ftnrqdqTT%mtaqHft 3qm@§MTt3rThv©'§lIIM

qtv%nwTfr#rqq=hRrbaqfqq+Nihhnzvt+BmT+ minTin%tInT%wv

q7fWrRT,q§Trlv wraqqtEit WTTqmkrvru€rvrn aTt.ntaTaT$%81fqt wfMa aTM

+arWq$maaHd aH+, q+Mb%vrHr Mmhg aTV vrqtMq,h©rMvr&%Htm

qlarwwhr%MITEmRqjgaqf@THTInbKvtmrqrqagqarMT%wrFqwTnx

(Mx) 15 q dTigh 20fqfq% WTTHkit @?ft VT-T 35 Tr gun q$1fTTTW Hmi

,t

/h/

)

\\
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>%wn=jtq7fqH#v%ftna Wm WWtHTqwnqt mwH+vqq,Tri W,tgqn

##

+!

fRVqH. 2

WinITS hIt% ll.06.2024 mf nn at. dw qzteT, BMTMHMq wn q@ HRm,

bIraq #yr dW Hr#FF+ RW, WTF qtq nFBg aT TiT, #{Td +g, qRq.TB,

qwF$ftmqrew waTtqevft$@urqtv%rqr8agqzrPnlh%wTnafqfqvwnMIT

WgN vrwRHpqrdwqrThhwqrHOFF h+d+MaTTE

vr ;1%Wft =mfl +mt ©wn fw+7th #In ItV, qq%w, qjtgt dg, nrrtt @i,I

qRwTR Archery Ground, Softball, Tennis Court, Kabaddi, BM mT nFldla HRT ##

Sport University, Sport School, Hostels, Canteen, Pavilion q Multi Sport ArenaVTTlaM

vtqvrq WaTfqa aw qr qTeqt 3wdmt wm (bltd) ©tqr-12, Mr, qqPR1-18,

q;td-3, feN-3, RmfqMT+4, MrT-4, qb@-1, MIF{1, RTu-1, flaT-1, +Ta-2,

waNt-4, f;Intl, VT*F-1 @ Ml %uT 58 rr qM btU Wfm-49, ##-lO,

f+mfqMT{-4, f+l=NT-2, qpp-l,wnpft-1, fIlm-7, wR91, fm-6, @rgqrR-7, $fwa-

8, in1, VIama-1, vrw-2 VhInt-I q mm-116 aVit %Tr (58+307=365') 365 rr

gTtqrvtq%rqrK agqarf:nhTqNt6 BiT&a

)

qr THTIff n+TFT nra aTfgaa n. 800/PR aT# fqqtq 24.r2.2024 Hr vnf€TTd

gf+M Vm wrftnt+©TM qBTfBIRna©Td©war vf!@ nwqrNaTd7naTfTn,Itn

134 qFTRHt+ NT#Inn wd. HITS$1d eRM 30.or.2025 Rt# arT%lHHda Wwi
MqIN HTM WWwr#qHNf#©r#Hqqr6wT#qqT&# TrI

r.fwnfkr#Mdw,qqwF@ftmwtwTatmqHtwxTf#T%wqr$aTatqT#, mr

qd%it®amraqTfHn%wqr89Tqt.

2. WinT+ BTn Md Environmental Clearance Certificate VhF %HR nd

1)

we.

3. ntwna®Tnang@nqtqq@rTBWMqvmrrq3rt# nTqtqmT+!RihFr

vwqrK=rT+,q@rqKvr PBftnt3Trtra?rqT=it=uf6atgTqt

b
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vv faVH@IT WnTfqT nih vwHba vt%rqrq qTfq:13 §hTNa VTaq (&ten) @iTV

3rTtHT? 7@rqnv©qfrqtIHvr.y7rrw%?vr 3mw

q©VTf%RWTqftidg+ftfrTt%03.03.2025 tbd 8Ft. vt©qztM, n+VFRvga#ITn pw
qft©fwrfh gh dw qM+qfh+ qmit, wt. wfrqvt%vltwfwnfh afiriaT, q

81. q+13& qPru afqrtnTVTMfq%qtqvrq ({qFB)WfWWT, wrF©mmvmmt
M/s. Transstadia Technologies Pvt. Ltd. qtum§ 9BTH gwR qWTT aTMtqqfwTHtM

HI&gTgqTHfWRtWT+ITa @rd.

NTJNTI @jqTT+ %HtMITH hM fqqtH 12.03.2025 vr HrM TV qfMTT

HaIm Fit!: Tq 3twh aTM Archery Ground, Softball, TennisCourt, Kabaddi, Sport

University, Hostels, Canteen, Pavilion wd +FIT+ q nTI a qkMFTTa WFmT (WR)

wP-1, fqqm-2, Ml, &nIH-1, wPn-7, ft3T-1, M-4, qRp-I, Ml, M-1,

WPF-3, Mr q ©NVIK-5 avft Pq-T 29 q HTTPltd wrqq-40, WPFI-7, Wnta-

13, vlan vv-1, qq-3, Mv-1, RmfqmT+2, $f?m-2, gnp-3, trIm-41, M-1, V-8,

©rgvrK-17qdm-1 aVftU3-T (29+140=169) 169 vrgT& agqmMT%rIK aT#m.

Mmhg Ida dVR BATa 6g,qRqFF, nW tan VF+©TMRPaqd@@

qtv%rqr8 agq©MT%mFqVTaq (idiv)29 qqfq tIIIa 140 ©7qRguT 169 vr

mgr@ =ftqq@ITTq§RTq VrHT TVqX ©vrTRW VFr VFR q+ 5, 202r/wrvrB 14,

VT# 1943 aM %TUT 6 TH afbfiTqqTHT MRR 8 WitH gta Am (4) (R) aT#

vwftnwqrK Mn-=a nrvaTHtqf+mgm qMNIT€t wr nTHt+vwftvwqra

®T-=„ WrmdR'RtaRTr§HHrW€rm @HHtfWTFT 6 V; WWF iHt=it

5757 VI qfnr BTgtqt arlqg %FR vra a8 +alum quit qr azt+ qT,rT6Mnqaq

©jqHTVW f©ff§z V. 79,O1,000/- q WTwh ?tm V. 7,90,100/- 31+ %uT

T.86,91,100/- r©q f@qTWTHT Htm TV faRFff MMI fqfq*l VgTakit TTHT

MV) 29 qTTq Hh r40 Tr @?ft VT=;T 169 TrgTgTB qBIPNTT %wft %wHY

$11t Rm wqrnw+Bvrv%@rv% wt %wqrqaTmt.q+=r© win at.VkgtqTZta

zt+q©Ht qr. Hrm% Nr eMg qH WTf%:nPT qftrat q.q.qr. RIta gRin ++ nt, w&t
©t+gTi =@qqRITqBnqTfh§bTPT 365§MaaqWfhT vmn+nH©rnr aTt. TRa

a

)

J

\
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+WqHqHmMVTr NhaHt+MqPR Td+qrR©rMrqd+wr© VIRMT

HMt qHNTT (Altarnate Plan) mR qWTa aTMT aW Bin@ Vt WHTfqa MBIT 365

9TgTQqqt qm 169 BT&qTtM§tNaWeiT+ 196 Wg%wTtrTwqmfwn©8R a8@iTi

vv WTfrEynnm q-iFftV$!+%n%WTdtntd+eft AMIami fWmTTgRmn

HMmm aTdBn Environmental Clearance Wa 103 Win qFWTR qHTHft wa aw
Mta 66 gTi HFWnqTqH WTfH Environmental Clearance Wa qWMtHT qqTltH

vmn WV%wqrH+{ma+qqfqdH+r vv 169q©qWftHWT+wqFrft;mMI

2086 gTi RmB pIeR @ HtWTa Hr®qrH +TR Mr HTTP q§mTWTfMHT ©XTR 8470

gTgmrwqrg®TNaq@n+qHrqrqqqnMT%qtq%rqfw?Nrel;PifqqTqtmT®rTT3n?it

aT nqvw qpa& $n$ #Tna@n+vPi%nt afidR qT#qPi% viv%rg airY

and frTtH rr.03.2025 +UTqqTI qafqd aw@rT+rfqK 4d. 3mqTqtfWmTB gmT vr.

TnT%Hqaq©q©qMqWTqftTat @tHt @jqRIMRVmtHgmTqTjmr 365 eM

%m169Wgtdkr%FHft§hTTt em@lr+©vv@ @imTgTtWtnWWi 169 SMeIT%rWft

qTqR WTTta Environmental Clearance VFa qPR+ wfM W ©jqTqT+ WItWITH tq8BiT

WTn+,nVPfa%WT==rTjq7fqfEiatWt3T,FWMTqt*mm%TrtnTvnrqnfwnTTmF

nHa: WqTNft wa aV af;NTFM fWTFTT=ft WRTVft q Enviromental Clearance NTH

+dd aT+.vqtB%wTEqq##qfrwTHaqM@n9Tgkiwrn+m:tawqfwu© @iMa

#Ff 1168 nr Mf%vtv%rqr$qTRm$bTnaxntuITa#TNagTsingqf+T%wqra

aTmt aTi.Htwna®iNa r69vr9N@aqtqq@iTB whitq©mrr®qqftvaBl{tqBa

qT4qr q qfanr8 rnIIgmt q qq.q 8xTe vwqr8 #TTI aw mTqTqn+ $Bft©T wr(mn

mnaT+. MaInzaaT% gf?THqqtn atmWTVhqqbnnt© ywlr wn®©r@Kqj$

afnmqh©qqkr IauqItmgftw8ita7itfqT%tKr qmK, nwt+qfaqHft®tnqn+

WaTfqm amIr+©rehqMt3rf%ln+d8©r#!afnqn qm twmfh %tadw

gTn%rF ®ftM qT$qT naTfHE att gq Mb aRM Ar,h,ry G,o„nd, SoRball,

TennisCourt, Kabaddi, Sport University, Hostels, Canteen, Pavilion mM+ q

PNnl+ vtq©rqra ©gqar MT vwrFq wq (bltd) wp-1, fwnr-2, felv-1,

+ qnNt-1 , BPm-7, flaT-1, 37tm-4, Wp-1, tw-1 , mt-r,qqDta-3, MI ©@wr8-

f'\
tj

)

)
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5 ©7hP3q 29 qM #&vrrqT-40, Wfm-7, WP@-13, RicH@RI, VFR-3, M-1,
Jr

hqfq,iIi-2, +fwrT-2, wP-3, fqrvr-41, mt-1, y-8, ©N©@17 q +r-1 nfl VT-T

(29,r40=169) 169 vrwgwqrtm aZt?Tnt nq+q$nbmW%wft %WT=hq% gTiWWT

qftTaftV@TaT+ alqat nrT+Mt.

fRVqH. 3

+3141,1418 frrtq> 13.11.2024 mr mn 81. "fhTmzig TaT qUI nW T& n.

1249,1250, 1251/1, fmr-dRST, U§Ti qinhft, nmr 7rTFr© WnTfqa # vwnbn

vt%m8agwr MT%wrrq vvwfm, P%8mqV%?tVTTa7q VTUTnbrvr§mw

HIWRVwqrdqwIFRha,qrMhqa&d Hr&.

qr wwftqTWTt%wqre ennI ©w8r,ngn v& n. r249,1250, 1251/1, M+-st
UTe qjmtqt,qwBqrqTqnqfnr Pw7t+qtq%rqwaTfqa aRq qrqnl® aMt
TIm (ifed) wfm-1, M-1 qqTq &th VtVTT-1 avflaT-T (2+1=3) 3 vrRTtwaTfqa

qfmvrHnbnqMqNITaqatq%nTa asqarPnbTqIh aIT+a.

qr VHWft HdTH qgTR aTfgITa n 857/PR BFa frItH lo.or.2025 MraTf§ua

gf+TR VWqqBTftnt+ aTM WTf©:RnaaTdawBr fRa@n Tata vnd aTM

qlqi,lqla Tru qTTt.

vr maff @jqHTaq© v& x r249,r250, 1251/1, M&sT, q§TjqgmbfI, WV

qqT$©WaTfmqf® vm#avtwm$agwrMT%wrrqwaq (Ma) wim-

1, 8m-rqqfq ma VtVTT-1 wn TV (2+1=3) 3 rr RTs@nqtqq@rTRqfVTqTMt

167 vr9Tgkdmrrqg%wqrqrq$n+IT$ and aT#. WjqHT+ wkftqwmrrqgq§FTq

T® wMqfwq, fqlf%maTt& qwFqqfwm8M aTt.

qm wjg %. 1249,r250, r251/1,frm-+n IT$Tt gMt, qwFqqnt© %aTfqm

M VmHba qtv€rqr$ ongar WT %WFm VTaq (Mg) ©tqr-1, dm-1 qqjq

MX VtVTT-1 @qr PT-T (2+1=3) 3 rr gTS@IT qt%,=rTm

IA 5, 202r/TIVIT 14, VT# 1943 Wa WWI 6 TH

wftlfiT=1'TTvn MRR 8 WitH nta %Hq (4) (v) BFa qFWft vwqra&Tnnnrq

b

)
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wt+f#BrlnnbT8rT# 'p qTHt+zm-ftnwqra8TrRa §rNTvrdqwt,I

H=ITga%FBruaT TWqtfHqn6yz§aBT+qtvt 167TlqfHT9TvtaMFng

HRT VTB A +B'nM qM vr aZt+nmR$Mag ©jqrTW iBM:Z 1 ,67,000/- q

WTTllqh VHF. r6,700/- a+V$=;TV.1,83,700/- r©qf@q5TWn@ aztW BW taR>PR

wAnt wmv (Ma) 3fm-1, dnI qqjq Wn ?tVTT-1 aar TvIT (2,1=3) 3 nT

mgm q$MTWHWfFHWTEit tq+ wm %wqrm w7r©w+HvrvH vrv%qqt

vwqre©Tmt

qt Pnn @inT%p atwnB +TNE wg@n =fM@na @rf3qwft®kft Bi

mrr% %wqr8 nnt aTE mr dgjbB %BriTTVV/aRmuTT aHTm MiTE Ind. nTI

ma fWmTTHW @tq%rqrq Tvrw +T nMr+HTqt§qftTHt 9T&HtWIFftuqFFft

VMTqr%tqladqHqM%MVhawR+R©qrR8bTw+Mr+qrH©rdaT&

-)

3qr®(3HrT)
Tvr

Han qu TrftlqTq
TnT qEITRqrhvr) TFrW

fj
;}r.iI!i
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HrqtHqqwtT
(wm a qH mftn;m favm)

®HratfVTBIXt qKrtmwTrnqfh TqHR,6vrqrur,
u+u'I<gIF,1+1 Int, f+rqtn men qBrF-400001

Emai11ardendept.nmc@gmail'com

nqtn ,- NMC/OWL/GRDN/2025-26/BQ.7.F A

’f- „ , „ 533l14{3.n.

F;f-I

@* k!
a/arm

a. $aT qIan
vv+vrnn, #t® aVI un vfi@
hwRqdH+3aHl$vr$vha,qFW
Mmhg B&a +3RqaTa +g,
qTHqTW) HW

Mw :- ftn;7fhyfMriTn. qm%rtl, qwF$dmqf{mTnqwFutqdrq%rqt'mqrn ©gqaMT
©wrFqrfqfqvwqTatE=nvr€ra %nWftmnMT%t,q@rqd.

+q+ :- 1) 3rmaqwmh qq vr. %./fq9#tt/gTg.at3.qtqr;wft/2024-25/75 hjqi lo.06.2024 +qqT=fwrTa
vm frTt% 1 1.06.2024 + w

2) 3+WIi qMfh qT vr. %./fq%tri#in.atg.=KqFrft/2024-25/235 fqqtqll.03.2025 jqr%MtwrTgr
yrnfrrtn 12.03.2025 qm,
qrteiq7Fq+Tftvnqrvr=q9rgmt/9MtEitqTM%©q VMr@rMTgtwfRM+fqrtlwi +d

3TRaT–

vr. wm% mir awK in TfbqNq HBIIft, R.q.ql wwF qUI fVTtqT 28.03.2025 !Htm Hqa
fMm IWt aN+, ©rwrm©Tntm9T#qwftqwqra©Tatnaztw WqTVft@WeiR.

ftlvRfh nIn +$m,vtngt vtR qqqw, nmr +2ftnwHtnwaTfqB wIld Mm vM%Iwm ag%ur
hqtu HWIFql VTaT Wa) RTlta-1, fiIM-2, fbs-1, +qFFT+-1, %M7, fiaT-1, WiKI-4, atI@1,
in- 1, f+IEft-1, WD@3, f@t-1 B vrgRra-5 mfl Hq 29 a Th Wa vrrTq-40, ©M7, WH@
13, RYan gR-1, VIR-3, felv-1, f#qfaaT{-2, &fWD-2, VIV3, f+IIFT-41, fM-1, V-8, NTgHTR-17 R
8H-l agt MW (29+r40=169) 169 HI 9TBTR a$FThITW HFNft HWqT=ft wrwrrH qTHFFft MITT +a
Hrt

©rwwqwqrqqtrditt Mg(+@it§iTgTuiftifrqnlnrwTnhftvTg/9TgbW %tur®rah/qlFWTtqWTTit

wqrvftn%rwqr68tt BITE

2.3WWTTaqTg/9TiMT€t==n+rHftmtarwraqFr q@T:@r-@tqqtaq<qrHft@rwftntrarraFTmtm

VB©Tt/qwftHTatTrI$qTTInTBTWMr8MTTdqMqTMqtEznqt?TFl61

3. ajg:RiTa Mm=IT 169 nI FTgTWt q§Trrq wrwq n©qX ©vr€rtw SIII Wm, W 16, 2021/©rvm 25
VT# 1943 aM VHWI 6 TH HftlPTqqTENT MRR 8 TItan Ide–HRH (4) (R) aFa dWR,I &Tr-Ra
nm aTdtEft f&m Tm qMran# IP aTtft=it atwqm MIr-la gTSTHa dqTBId &d,qr BqT§amT BTST,nT

ttO®#tfWITqnu YaW t=ft=it 5757 vrHfnrBTgtdtmrng nIT& =ftZ-nHq (5©) aFs+mrng
vrRITa MTnt Be wrq„rrw ql'fta qTlft vrB BqtEEa nT?nqtft q:flat TrTaTdt ?IT+?t qr q,T,nqEhr Hrt q
wlmrw faa@ITV +dat?I ?rIShi mrrg© Zn nrTEft gmbH (qUIT{) nWqm IITa. V+q amvg
HW=TTaNTaNn Wgrvlqtzi©agTlm VTHn=Tf®RaHRltHqRT vrqTMTrTr.

+-

f
+b

4. PR WqFrft=nTqaTt q WF8MTaz®n©H@TiMMbn6ar ®TWTt$hrWTt©tTaa ,IT,it,i
aNi*a%HB (VT$1t qb) qHvnq (TITfra) 3if%rPBni 1975 3Fq$alq@llq<qp}qTavwqrn+{,t

5. IW RIB-ztTdt qTamft fqdlPHW 15 RaHFt,Nq geT Ht©rqTa RTd.

6. qH WIn:MT (Transplant) +wnqfPn 6tf% vmr nq?% 3{F®ra 39n gIRI 5MWT fOIFT,

q.q.qr. qwB mrM www.

7.nqwttM6t 9mPqwftfdTnwrsr@#rurqqnwft§@TW 9TSf+TqT9Hrqt qtO-v qtqq
ftm§RtvMra V=tWtqqTqqTtt ammt M. vqqrqrtitrtqurTqt.

9. dtwaH®r-=n 169 nTgTgt==nqtqq@nawiMqf®iNnmtEft 5757 vrqvq.q.VI. 61tmmrng%sq
®mTfinTt©PnfMr ©rtrasr 30 f\qqrTt=m ©rnqTqTqt?NTm?an qUa

b1 :- w) W&dWMaTqRTVTWTf+t#qaRqm8#qnqqT VbT81TagamTawTtrawqTVTvtvmr fMeT
TI

a\c

bqh(,qqV' W
g$t&nfT :- ©nqkflldftnd Pm 7RnF qM qTfFit+ftdr4rT©.

\\- ++= ar {$V
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE OF

MUMBAI; BENCH AT NAGi; iII i.

PUBLIC INTEREST LITiGATION NO. - /2025

g

In the matter of Article 226 of the Constitution of India;

AND
b

In the matter of Maharashtra (Urban Areas) Protection and

Preservation of Trees Act 1975

AND

Environment (Protection) Act 1986.

AND

In the matter of infringement of the fundamental rights, guaranteed

under article 21 of the Constitution of India.

I

BETWEEN
+

PETITIONER Ms. Preeti Wasudeo Patel aged about 38

years. Occu: Programming head in a

radio channel.

qq

R/o Patel Timber market ,

Ohat Road, Nagpu r

Mobile No: 95 18920682
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2. Mr. Kunal Purushc)tta m Tambulkar aged

about 25 years..Occupation : Architect

R/o Mahajanwadi , Wanadongri

Hingna ,Nagpur

Mobile No: 8421791774
V

b

3. Dinesh Keashao Shindc aged about 59

years. Occupation :Environmentalist

,Retired from MSEB as Dy.Manager

R/o 106 Paradise Al)aIlment ,Mankapur

Nagpur

Mobile: 8554995769

I

4, Yash Vikram Netke aged about 25 years.

Occupation: Environmentalist , Civil

Engineer.

R/o 60, Ravindra Nagar , Ranapratap ,

Nagpur

Mobile No: 9689603301

._+/

// VERSUS //
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Respondents Nagpur Municipal Corporation , Civil

Lines ,Nagpur , thru its I'r'cc Authority

and Administrator

2.

g

3.

Department Of Sports , Government Of

Maharashtra Divisional Sports Complex,

Mankapur nagpur thru The Dy. Director

Sports ,

Maharashtra State Infrastructure

Development Corporation , , Al/A2

Forest Officers Colony ,Forest Colony ,

Civil Lines, Nagpur thru its Chairman

)

pUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION AS PER RULE 4 (1)

(e) OF THE BOMBAY HIGH COURT PUBLIC

INTEREST LITIGATION RULES. 2010 & PETITION

UNDER ARTICLE 226 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF

INDIA.
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TO9

THE HON’BLE CHIEF JUSTICE AND OTHER HON’BLE

JtDGES OF THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT

BOMBAY.

q HUMBLE PETITION OF THE

PETITIONERS ABOVE NAMED:

)

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH AS UNDER :-

1. The petitioners are citizens of Nagpur and have a

sense of attachment to a IC city and its envirorunent.

a) Petitioner No.1 is an environmentalist , and is in private service.

b) Petitioner No 2 is a green architect and environmentalist. He

• focuses on green architecture.

c) The petitioner No. 3 is a social worker and envitonmentalist. He

retired from Maharashtra State Electricity Board as Dy. Manager

(H.R.)

d) Petitioner No. 4 is a civil engineer and all environmentalist

J
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The photo identification of the petitioners is appended at

Annexure I

2. a)The respondent No 1 is The Tree Authority constituted Sec.3

of the Maharashtra- (UrL>all Areas) Protection and Preservation of
L

Trees Act 1975 (Hereinafter 'The Tree Act’) for the protection of

trees in Nagpur city.
I

b)-The respondent No.2 is The Dy. Director Sports entrusted with

the administration and proposed development of the Nagpur sports

hub in the premises of the Divisional sports complex Mankapul

,Nagpur by the Government Of Maharashtra

c) The Respondent No.3 is Maharashtra State Infrastructure

Development Corporation , is an undertakilrg of Government Of

Maharashtra under the aegis of the Public Works Department

having its Head Office at Nagpur. It .has been established to

develop physical infrastructure sectors.

-)
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FACTS:

3. The petitioners welcome the decision of the state to

create additional and modern infrastructure suited to the

requirements of present times but, at the same time also also av,r-
j

that the same may be carried out as per the various well laid out
b

laws, thereby causing the least damage to the environment.
-)

4. The Tree Authority has been empowered by

Maharashtra (Urban Areas) Protection and Preservation of Ttees

Act 1975 (herein after 'The Tree Act’) to preserve and protect thc

trees and thereby the environment. The constitution and duties of

the Tree Authority are contained in the act. The Tree Authority is

normally a committee. The intention of the legislation is to

engage the collective wisdom of the committee constituted as Tree

Authority.

J)

The Tree Act is attached as ANNEXURE IT

The amendment to the Tree Act is attached as ANNEXURE III
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APPLI(,-'ATIONS FOR TREE FELLING

5. The _ garden department of the Nagpur Municipal

Cofporation of Tree Authority has sought objections to the tree

felling applications,for the following projects:

b

a) Application by Dean Indira Gandhi Medical College and

Hospital for Felling oF 13 Non heritage trees at Indira Gandhi

Medical College and H9spital ,Nagpur premises for mortuary.

Advt.742PR Date 05.12.24

’)

b) Application by Dean Government Medical College and

Superspeciality Hospital for Felling of 67 Non heritage trees alld

07 HeritagQ trees at Government Medical College and

Superspeciality Hospital, Nagpur premises for construction Of

new building C-Wing.

)

Adv,t.742PR Date 05.12.24
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c) Application by Executive Engineer , D.P.D.C. Section, Nagpur

Municipal Corporation ,Nagpur for felling of 1 heritage tree ( of

188 years age) at City Survey no. 2467 , Thakkargram ,

Panchpaoli , Nagpur. , for construction of E-Library. Advt.821PR

q

Date 30. 12.24
b

)

d) Application by Superintending Engineer , Mahrashtra State

Infrastructure development Corporation for felling 21 heritage and

21 Non-heritage trees at collectorate premises for new Divisional

commissioner and Collector Office. Advt.778PR Date 13.12.24

e) Application by Dy. Director ( Sports) , Government Of

Maharashtra for Felling of 307 Non heritage trees and 58 Heritage

trees at Divisional Sports Complex Nagpur premises for Nagpur

Sports Hub. Advt.800PR Date 23.12.24

pJ
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f) The Application by Dean Indira Gandhi Medical College and

Hospital for Felling of 26 Heritage and 103 Non heritage trees at

Indira Gandhi Medical College and Hospital ,Nagpur premises for

Nursing College , Girls Hostel and multilevel parkillg
g

etc.Advt.845PR Date 09.01.24
b

) g) The application by project manager , National Highway

Authority of India for Felling of 26 Heritage and 103 Non heritage

trees for Indora' Chowk to --Dighori Chowk flyover. Ada.900PR

Date 21.01.24

h) The application by Executive Engineer, Maharshtra State

electricity Distribution -Company Ltd., Mahalgi nagar for Felling

of 02 Heritage and 131 Non heritage trees for installing 50MVA

transformer. Adv’t.907PR Date 22.01.24
>

i) The application by Ad(iI. Executive Engineer, Maharshtra State

electricity Distribution Cornpany Ltd., Mahalgi nagar Chowk for

Felling of 05 Heritage and 56 Non heritage trees for insta11ing

33/11 KV transformer. Advt.907PR Date 22.01.24
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j) The application by Dean , Government Ayurvedic College and

Hospital for felling 28 Heritage and 392 Non heritage trees for

New hospital and college.

The copies of the notices calling for oL;j'_'ctions are appended as
+

Annexure IV .

Citizens filed objections to free fellin8 applications and some of

them are appended as Annexure V)

INDISCREPANCIES

4. The public hearing on the objections filed against tree

felling on the applications mentioned in para 3(a) ,3(b) and

3(c),3(d), 3(e)building and 3(f) above have been condUcted. On

enquiry and at the hcaring and it was found that : =

i) The applications were not accompanied with 'to scale’ master

plans depicting the position of trees to be cut. Sep 8(2) requires that

the application shall be accompanied with a site plan, indicating the

position of the trees to be felled and the reasons thereof. The

applications are thus incomplete.

S

T
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ii) The applications were not accompanied with alternative plans

wherever required under Sec.8(2) of the Tree Act. Thereby

making the applica liD . is incomplete.

iii) Tree census re(wired under Sec.7 (b) of the tree Act was last

conducted in 20 it whereas the Sec.7 (b) requires it to be done

every five years. There is no census of the trees in the premises.

How many trees would be finally cut cannot be ascertained.

)

iv) No plan for compensatory plantation is available , nor is a place

available for compensatory plantation. ’l'he Tree Authority has to

ensure compensato'-y plantation as per 70) of The Tree Act.

v) The approved building plan is not submitted with proforma 'C’

of the application. Proforma –C is appended as Annexure Vl\

J

vl) At the Divisional Sports Complex they have not covered trees

in areas in the vicinity of the trees marked. There is an ancieit

BanYan tree which i,as not been marked. How a building can be

constructed without harming it is a matter of intrigue!

There are over 1200 trees in that area
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vii) it was also observed that work has already commenced at

locations in areas mentioned in para:

3a ) Indira Gandhi Medical College for mortuary

3c) Thakkargrgm Panchpaoli for E-Library.

b

3e) Divisional Sports hub for Nagpur Sports Hub.
).

The photos of the commenced work are appended as Annexure

VII

The applications being processed are incomplete.

It is a regular practice by the Tree Authority to not issue any

speaking _order on the objections and hearings. This defeats the

principles of Natural Justice. Without order on the objections and

hearings the entire process becomes worthless.
j

Therefore the calling of objections and subsequent public hearing

has become a formal procedure without any sincere approach or

IntentIons.
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Citizens have filed objections on the above findings with the

Municipal Commissioner. Copy of the objection and

representation is appended at Annexure VIII

COURT ORDERS

L

5. The principal bench of this court in in Deepak Balklishna

Vahikar And Another vs The State Of Maharashtra And Others on

20th September, 2013 in an order authored by Justice D. Y,

Chandrachud held at para 1 1

I

11 . Section 8(4) provides for a deeming permission. But it

is equally well settled that where a statutory provision stip!1lcItes

that an application would be deenred . to be granted after a

stipulated period, it must, be complete in all respects and must

comply with the law. The legislature could not possibly have

intended a deeming provision to apply even though a legal

obligation is not fUlfIlled.

J

Thus we see that its settled law that applications for

tree felling should be complete in all respects. The order deals

*qb
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comprehensively with issues relating to the Tree Act. Copy of the

order is attached at ANNEXURE IX

6. Recently the Honourablc Supreme Court in its ord a in

reference to Dcilli Preservation Of Trees Act 1994 in Writ PetitionI

(Civil) 4677/1985 M.C.Mehta Vs. Union Of India and others on

19- 12-2024 held : )

2. After having perused the provisions of the 1994 Act, we

must state hare that the object of the 1994 Act is to preserve

the trees and not to permit cutting or felling of the trees.

Considering the object of the 1994 Act, it is evident that

permission for felling or HItting of the trees can be granted

only by way of an exception and not in a routine manner.

The p+'ovisions of the 1994 Act reiterate the public trust

doctrine, which enjoins the State to protect the natural
\

resources, including the trees. On a conjoint reading of

Articles 21, 48A and 5 IA(g) of the Constitution of India, it is

apparent that the State is mandated to protect and improve

the naturat' environment, and safeguard the environment.

Trees are a vital part of our environment. The precautionary

principle requires the governments to anticipate, prevent,

and remedy or eradicate the causes of environrnentat ll

degradation, including acting sternly against the violators.
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Illegal felling of even one fully grown tree hurts the

errvirott fII ent and several human beings .

AND in Para 11

TREE CENS{ IS
j

11. Dre most vital obligation of the Tree Authority u11der

Section 7(b) of the 1994 Act is to carry out the census of the

existillg trees and obtain, whenever necessary, declarations

from all owners or occupants about the number of trees in

their lands. Though the 1994' Act is 30 years old,

unfortunately, this important duty has not been performed by

the Tree Authority. We must highlight the importance of

carrying out the census of the existing trees. Unless the data

of existing trees is available, it will be impossible for any of

the Arlthorities to ascertain whether anyone has wrgaged in

illegal tree 15 felling or cutting. Therefore, we direct the

Tree Authority constituted under the 1994 Act to

immediately undertake the census of the existing trees in

terms of clause (b) of Section 7 of the 1994 Act. The Tree

Authority shall appQint the Forest Research Institute (FRI),

Kaulagarh Road, PC). I.P.E. 248195 , Dehradun,

Uttarak}land, as an Authority to carry out census in terms of

clause (b) of Section 7 of the 1994 Act.

)

j
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Thus it is settled law that the tree act is for conserving trees and

tree census is a must. Copy of the order attached at ANNEXURE

X

t

RTI APPLICATIONS

9. Citizens have filed applications under Right To Inforlnation Act

to gather details on the projects .

A citizen had to file an appeal under RTI Act. a’s no information

was provided to him in prescribed time.

Copy of RTI applications and appeals are annexed as Annexure

XI
bI

--/

STIPULATED CONDITION

10 Sec. 19 of the Maharashtra (Urban Areas) Protection

and Preservation of Trees Act 1975 directs that no development

permission be given except 'with the approval of and subject to the
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conditions imposed by the tree officer in regard to the preservation

or plantation of trees on such land.

Yet it is seen that permissions are granted by town planning

department as 't9mporary permissions ’ or ' in-principle

permissions’ and construction commences on these temporary/ in-

principle permissions.)

Copies of such temporary and .in principle permissions granted are

appended at Annexure XII

PAST EXPERIENCE

11. It is pertinent to mention here that _ tree felling

permissions were-granted for 711 trees on applications from the

Dean , Government Medical College and hospital . Approximately

18500 frees were to be planted as compensatory plantation but not

a single tree has been planted for compensatory plantation. The

Chart showing the details is annexed as ANNEXURE KIll

)
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EWIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE

12. Projects of the magnitude envisaged for the

Collectoratc and Divisional Sports Complex Mankapur require

Environmental Clearance under The Environment (Protectioil) Act,
g

1986. The oreamble to the act reads as:
b

THE ENVIRONMENT (PROTECTION) ACT, 1986

No. 29 OF 1986 [23rd May, 1986.]

An Act to provide for the protection and improvement of

environment and for matters connected there with:

WHEREAS the decisions were taken at the United Nations

Conference on the Human Environment held at Stocktroll}I iII Jttne,

1972, in which India participated, to take appropriate steps for the

protection and improvement of human environment ;
J

AND

WHEREAS it is considered necessary further to implement the

decisions aforesaid in so far as they relate to the protectiolt and
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improvemen I of environment and the prevention of hazards to

human beings , other living creatures, plants and property ,

BE it en(lctcd by Parliament in the -Thirty-seventh Year of the

Republic of India as follows :-

b

13 . The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986is the nations

commitment to the International community.
)

Article 253 of The Constitution of lildia enables the parl+ament to

make laws to make any law for the whole or any part of the

territory of India for implementing any treaty, agreemcilt or

convention with any other country or countries or any decision

made at any international conference, association or other body.

The S.O. under The Environment (Protecti.on) Act, 1986mandates

that :

')

the Central Government hereby directs that on and from the date of

its publication the required construction of new projects or

activities or the expansion or modernization of existing prujccts or

activities listed in the Schedule to this notifIcation entailing
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capacity addition with change in process and or technology shall

be undertaken in any part of India only after the prior

environmetrtc,I clearance from the Central Government or as the

case may be, by the State Level Environment Impact Assessment
g

Authority, dr Ity constituted by the Central Government under sub-

section (3) of section 3 of the said Act, in accordance with the

procedure speciBed hereinafter iiI this nott$cation.

Thus wherc’,'er The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 b

applicable no construction wo!\ can be commenced without prior

environmental clearance

FALSE DATA SUBMISSION AND DISPARITY IN TREE

FIGURES

14. On 03-01-2025 the Nagpur sports Hub ( Divisional Sports

Complex) project was granted an Environmental ' Clearance. A

study of the relevant documents brings forth the following ;
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i) The Project Proponent ( read Dy.Director Sports) in Application

for ToR ( Category A ,Bl and B2 violation ) / EC-' ( category B2)

Fc)rmI-Pali; i rlilder Physical Changes- declares to a query at para

3.2
j

'3.2 Whether any'clearance of existing vegetation due to project

activity? – 'No’I

This when the premises has a dense urban forest.

ii) The environmental clearance certificate mentions in project

details at item 30 that only 103 trees are to be cut and 254 to be

transplanted.

iii) The project proponent has made an application to the Tree

Authority to cut a total of 365 trees)

The above facts point to a misrepresentation on the part of the

project proponent. It is now clear that the environmental clearance

has been obtained by fraudulent means. The application form in

Forml-part B and the Environmental Clearance Certificatc are

annexed as Annexure XIV
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There is disparity in the number of trees allowed to be felled in the

environment clearance certificate and the application made to the

Tree Authority

j

ISSUES AT DIVISIONAL SPORTS COMPLEX .Ml£'-\NKAPUR

15 The state has a rigllt to decide on development

activities , but also has a duty to protect the envirt'ntnent and the

interest of the backwards and marginalised and ensure social

Justlcc.

16. The Mankapur Stadium development plan available in

public domain (annexed as ANNEXURE XV) speaks of _,'

unwarranted construction. There is an intention to build :

i) A Four Star Hotel. This is an absolute waste of space and money

ii) Retail Outlets. A sports hub is no place for retail outlets

Lg
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iii) A Cafeteria . The players hostel mess has enou£h space

alongside for such activity.

iv) A convention centre in Block-C. There are ali-cady many

convention centres +1 the city v.’!!ich are lying underutilised. The

area when the convention centre is planned is the only available

area where one can play without paying a fee.)

The Divisional Sports Complex was initially

government land adjacent to the mental hospital. The state

constructed an indoor stadium all,I called it a Divisional Sports

'Complex. At that time lots of space was available for the local

population to take up sporting activities. Perhaps this is the reason

the local authority never thought of providing any sports area in

their development plans. The area around the sports complex is

predominantly populated with people of backward community and

marginalised community. At present besides this space sports

activity in every area is chargeable. The Divisional Sports

Complex collects money from clubs and coaches who in turn allow

people to use the facilities under their aegis for a fee.

.J
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The only area when a common man can take up

sporting activities for free is the area where the unwarranted

convention centre and retail outlet are planned. The state has a

right to decide on development , but also has a duty to provide for
j

the backward and marginalised persons of the society .
b

iv) An enclosed arena known as the Block-A Multi Sports

Arena is proposed where olympic standard swimming pool and

table tealgs venue is reportedly planned. The area is apparently a

closed area. Enclosing would increase the carbon footprint , and

also the running and maintainence cost. Olympic standard

swimming pools happen in open and in a smaller area . Table

Tennis facility is already available in the indoor stadium.If planned

-rationally very few trees would be required to be cut.

~\

)

v) The place where tennis, kabaddi and volleyball courts are

proposed have huge trees and they can be saved by little

alignment.

vi) Block –D is proposed Sports School , Block-E is Sports

University and Block-F is Hostel. These three buildings are
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proposed in a place which is an urban forest. The highest number

of trees are proposed to be cut here. The petitioners submit that

such institutions are not required in a sports hub. Such insLituitions

can come up in areas#devoid of trccs ,like the area in vicinity of

IITT and Mdllarshtra , National Law University , Villagc Waranga ,

Borkhedi9 Nagpur where the area is almost barren . These

institutions can also be located in the area meant for the four star

botel , this would save many heritage trees.

)

vii) The green cover shall provide some solace to players in their

gruelling schedules. World class athletes cannot develop in just

cement and concrete environlncnts.

viii) Citizens had suggested changes but it appears that the

administration is not interested to entertain suggestions. Copy of

the representation signed by 107 signatories is attached as

Annexure XVI

-).

ix) The place where the sports school, university and the hostel are

planned is an urban forest. It has a dense growth of trees and every
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tree has not been marked for felling thus pulling down the count of

trees whieh the agencies would actually try to cut .

An urban forest is a boon for ciLy dwellers as they provide a range

of environlucntal benefits like improving air quality by removing
I

pollutants, rFgulating tctnperatures through shade and

evapotranspiration , managing stormwater runoff, enhancing

biodiversity, creating recreational spaces, and positively impacting

mental health by providing access to nature within urban ar6as,

essentially contributing to a healthier and more sustainable city

envIronment.

-)

Urban .forests enhance biodiversity by providing habitats for

wildlife and supporting local biodiversity.

Photographs of the urban forest are attached at attached as

Annexure XVII

Because of the Koradi and Khaparkheda power plants pollution in

and al'oud Manakpur is already very high. Moreover another

capacity expansion of 1.320 megawatts is coming up at Koradi.
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17. The area where the sports sclloo1 , sports university and hostel

is planned is marked for a sports complex , playground , stadium,

club etc. in the developmci II plan of Nagpur. The plan in public

doma.ii1 shows that the area would be used to build a convention
j

centre and , club and retail outlets are planned here. The

construction of convention centre , retail outlets , sports school

,sports uiti versity and hostel would be thus unauthorised. Photo of

relevant part of DeveloFnlent Plan is appended as Annexure

XVll I

I

The Nagpur Bench of The High Court of Judicature at Bombay

Honourable in its order on PIL40/2013 dated 21-01-2015 has

directed

J
- The order dated 07 .05.2014 is modifIed as under:

By way of interim relief, we direct that until further orders are
/

passed in the matter , the respondents shall , not

regularize any unauthorized construction on the lands which are

reserved in the Development Plan for playgrounds pr open space.
b&

Stand over to 04.02.20 IS ’
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A copy of the court order is appended as Annexure XIX

18. The petitioners propose to provide an alternative plan

for tIle Mankapur Sports Hub, which would require a lesser number

of trees to be felled
I

ISSUES AT COLLECTORATE

l
19. There is a proposal to build two towers at the

co11ectorate of 13 floors each, to have an auditorium .for 500

persons and the offices of Nagpur Tahsil , The District Collector ,

and The Divisional Commissioner . It is not necessary to have the

office of Divisional Commisioner and Tahsil in the same complex

as the co11ectorate. The two towers can be integrated into one and

many trees can be saved. The Collector office h& a large area on

the rear side where the proposed construction of the 13 floor twin

towers and the joining bridges can take place without causing

much damage to the trees. But ia an effort to showcase

development the construction is planned on the front side by

demolishing the Setu building and the TaJhsa office.

)
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A colnrnunication from the Executive Engineer MSIDC to the

Garden Superintendent annexed as AnnexureXX speaks of the

inability to change the design o',','ing to heritage structure issues in

the prellliscs. However it does not indicate the grade of the heritage
j

structure. It appeqrs that the premises would be airconditioned and

thereby the proposed building shall have a large carbon footprint.

Available representation of the proposed development at

collectrate appended at AnIlely reXXI.

)

A single tower with only essential offices of the coliectorate would

suffice.

20. The cohtractor for the proposed development at the

collectorate has already parked himself at the collectorate premises

The geotagged photos are attached ai Annexure XXII
)

RELEVANT FACTS

21. Nagpur is in the list of non-attainment cities and has failed to

meet the PMIO targets. It has just achieved 5% reduction in PMI 0



\\
5(9

SP

levels. PM10 are very small particles of pollutants which have a

diameter of 10 micrometcl's (0.Olmm) or smaller. News article ii

The 1 iitavada annexed at Annexure XXIII

24. The India State Of l;orest report of 2023 has stated that the
I

decrease in forest cover of Nagpur District is 3.2%. This is for the

entire district. Specific reduction in the cities forest cover would be

certainly more. The page no 175 of the report carrying the table is

attacllcd at Annexure XXIV

I

25 The decrease in grecll cover was studied by remote sensing and

the studY shows a drastic fall in green cover from 1999 to 2018.

The relevant page of the report is annexed as Annexure XXV

26- Citizens associations made representations to authorities on

lssues of tree felling and environment.

CoPY of representation attached as Annex,ure XXVI
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Therefore the petitioners constrained to file the present public

interest litigation on the following grounds amongst others :-

GROUNDS

g

27. The petition is being filed on the following grounds
b

Al 'I-he Tree Authority is bound to entertain only complete

applications for tree felling.

I

B] ’I'he tree authority is bound to conduct tree census every five

years .

C1 The tree authority has to ensure compensatory plantation.

D] The Nagpur Municipal Corporation cannot give development

permission till all conditions stipulated by tree authority are met as

per sec 19 of the tree act.

)

E] Whenever a large number of trees are to be felled the

application for tree felling should be accompanied with alternative

plan as per sec.8(2) of the tree act.

F] The application for environmental clearance should be truthful.
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28. The petition is a standard Public Interest Litigtion as per the

Bombay High Court PIL Rule 2010 filed in public law interest.

29. That the petItioners declare that they have not been involved in
L

any other civil, revenue or criminal litigation in any capacity before

any Court or Tribunal. Petitioners further declare that the present

petition is being filed by way of Public Interest Litigation and the

petitioners do not have any personal interest in the matter. The

petition is being filed in thc interest of public at large. Petitioners

farther declare that the entire litigation costs, including the

advocate’s fees and other charges are being borne by the

p9titioners, after conducting the thorough research in the matter.

Petitioners further undertake that petitioners shall comply with the

requirement that during the course of hearing of this petition, this

Hon'ble Court may require any security to be furnished towards

costs or any other charges. Petitioners further declare that

petitioners have personally verified the facts pleaded in the petition

and declare the source of information from the members of public.

X\

J
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30. The petitioners have no alternate remedy than to

approach this Hon'ble Court by invoking the Public interest

Juris(liction of this Hon’ble Court.

31. The paitioncrs have not approached either before this

Hon'ble Court or 'the Hon’ble Apex Court in the present subject

matter.I

32, The petitioners crave leaves of this Honl)Ie Court to

supply translation of vernacular documents as and when directed

by this Hon1)le Court.

33. The petitioners have not received any caveat of notice

in the matter till filing of the present public interest litigation.

J) Hence this public interest litigation.

PRAYER :

The petitioners humbly pray that this Honourable Court :

1. Directs the Tree Autlloi'ity to call for objections and conduct

hearings on all the applications for tree felling after
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a) The master plan to scale is submitted depicting the exact

position of the trees

b) The alternative plan of development of every site wherever

8pp]icable is available in public domain.
I

c) A place'and scheme for c6mpensatory plantation is notified.

ci) A tree census is carried out of the trees in the premises with

nu{nbering of all trees in the premises.

2. Suspend the environmental clearance granted to the Divisional

Sports Complex , Mankapur ,Nagpur.

3. Direct Nagpur Municipal Corporation to not give any

development permission ( even temporary) till all conditions laid ';

by the tree authority are met.

4. Set up a court monitored committee for reconsi(lcring the layout

plan of the

a) The District Collectorate
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b) The Divisional Sports Complex , Mankapur

5. Direct the Dy. Director Sports , Divisional Sports Complex

,Mankapur, Nagpur to not construct:

a) A Four Star Hot’el,

) b) A convention centre,

c) Retail Outlets,

d) A Club and

Ae Cafeteria

at Divisional Sports Complex , Mankapur ,Nagpur.

.)
6. In the interim direct all respondents to ensure that status quo be

maintained at all premises for which tree felling applications have

. - been received till the tree authority carries out the provisions of

the Tree Act
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7. Any order that this court considers appropriate.

FOR THIS ACT OF KINDNESS AND

JUSTICE THE PETITIONER SHALI / BE

, DUTY BOUND AND SHALL EVER PRAY.

Nagpur

Date: /01/2025

:' )

PETITIONERS

I .Preeti W. Patel

2,Kunal P Tambulkar

3. Dinesh.K. Shinde

4. Yash V. Netke
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SOLEMN AFFIRMATION

I, Dinesh Keshao Shinde, Aged about 59 yrs, Occ.

Paradise Apartment M ;.ll<apur, Nagpur, petitioner no.3 herein for

myself and on behalf of other petitioners, do hereby take oath and

statc as under:- +

I affirm a IId say that the instant petition has been

drafted by our counsel as per our instructions and the contents of

paragraph no.1 to 33 of the present Public Interest Litigation

thereof are true and_ correct according to my personal knowledge

and believed by me to be true and the same are read over and

explained to me in vernacular.

I

Hence, verified and signed on this

January, 2025 at Nagpur.

,) I know and identify thc deponent.

DEPONENT

MRINALL CRAK}{AVORTY

ADVOCATE

\
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